DCSA completes first interoperable electronic Bill of Lading transaction to boost global shipping
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The Digital Container Shipping Association (DCSA) has made a landmark achievement by successfully completing its first standards-based, interoperable electronic Bill of Lading (eBL) transaction. This breakthrough, realised through the collaboration of leading eBL solution providers, represents a pivotal step toward a more secure, scalable, and paperless global trade system.
Despite the long-standing availability of digital alternatives, the adoption of eBLs has lagged due to significant challenges, notably platform fragmentation. The traditional reliance on siloed eBL platforms necessitated that all parties involved in a transaction use the same solution provider. This limitation has severely curtailed the digital transformation within the shipping industry, obstructing broader adoption necessary to realise an estimated $6.5 billion in direct cost savings and an additional $30-40 billion in annual global trade growth, as highlighted in research by McKinsey & Company.
The innovative transaction facilitated by DCSA underscores the effectiveness of its interoperability framework, which encompasses several critical components: the Platform Interoperability (PINT) API, a comprehensive legal framework, and a Control Tracking Registry (CTR). The PINT API enables the standardized integration and transfer of DCSA-compliant eBLs among solution providers. The legal framework establishes a multilateral agreement that standardises relationships between eBL providers and users, while the CTR acts as a secure log for tracking which platform controls each eBL, fostering the essential trust required for global commerce.
John Kim, Senior Manager Digital at HMM, commented on the importance of interoperability, stating, “We recognise the value of interoperability between eBL solution providers to achieve DCSA’s ‘100% eBL by 2030’ goal. It was an incredible experience to participate in this interoperability pilot as a carrier and see eBL being sent to our shipper, Suzano, on two different platforms in real time.” This sentiment reflects the broader recognition of the need for collaboration among various stakeholders in the supply chain.
Furthermore, Targe Bock, COO of Suzano Europe, affirmed the company’s commitment to innovation through its participation in this pilot, emphasising that “this achievement shows how collaboration can unlock real value and drive efficiencies across the supply chain.” The sharing of data and documentation among stakeholders is fundamental to enhancing the international shipping landscape, as noted by Bojan Čekrlić, CEO of CargoX, who remarked on the previous barriers to successful eBL adoption which have now been substantially mitigated.
Alejandro Pernías, President and CEO of edoxOnline, reinforced the importance of this interoperable transaction, stating, “This fully interoperable eBL live transaction demonstrates that title-data can seamlessly be transferred digitally across multiple platforms, streamlining trade execution without relying on a single eBL provider.”
Looking forward, more eBL solution providers approved by the International Group of P&I Clubs (IGP&I) are in the process of updating their legal frameworks and implementing interoperability components, signalling an industry-wide shift towards digitalisation. Companies like Enigio and CargoX are preparing for further interoperable transactions, which bodes well for the future of digital shipping documentation.
As Niels Nuyens, Chief Product Officer at DCSA, aptly noted, “The foundation for the digital exchange of shipping documentation and data is in place.” With DCSA's standards in place, the transition to seamless eBL exchanges is firmly underway, steering the industry toward a future where documentation moves at the pace of business rather than that of traditional paper.
The collaborative efforts of DCSA alongside member carriers and eBL providers reflect a shared mission to realise 100% eBL adoption by 2030. What began as a collective ambition is now manifesting as concrete progress, heralding a new era in global trade where efficiency, sustainability, and resilience are at the forefront.
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