Duro launches partner program to pioneer integrated digital thread in PLM
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Duro is set to reshape the landscape of Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) with the introduction of its new technology partner program and the establishment of a robust partner ecosystem designed to deliver a comprehensive digital thread for product development. This initiative addresses the increasing demand for integrated PLM solutions that transcend the limitations of siloed information traditionally prevalent in regulated industries, including aerospace, defence, and medical technology.
The digital transformation of hardware development necessitates PLM systems that seamlessly connect with a myriad of critical operational tools. Rigid legacy PLMs have often restricted integration, resulting in fragmented workflows and diminished collaboration. Duro's approach, characterised by transparency and flexibility, promises to mitigate these issues. With its open GraphQL API, third-party developers can create customised integrations that enhance the PLM experience. This adaptability has earned Duro the moniker “The Programmer’s PLM,” highlighting its focus on enabling smoother data flows and accelerated time to market. 
Duro’s platform not only simplifies integration but actively encourages it through comprehensive customer-facing materials and support mechanisms tailored to promote visibility and ease of adoption. This new model aims to foster a holistic view of product development, facilitating improved information flow among teams and alleviating the challenges posed by data silos.
In a bid to drive demand as well as technical collaborations, Duro’s partner program encompasses a variety of supportive initiatives. Partners benefit from joint marketing and go-to-market strategies, including co-branded webinars, shared customer success narratives, and collaborative content production. Such initiatives are pivotal for creating a resonant brand presence among potential customers and driving wider adoption of integrated solutions.
Among the firms joining Duro’s partner ecosystem is Altium, which has developed tools enhancing collaboration between its design software and Duro PLM. The Altium Connector, for instance, allows for bi-directional data exchange, ensuring all team members are aligned in accessing the most current information available. This real-time data synchronisation significantly minimises errors and enhances efficiency in project setups, thereby streamlining the manufacturing process.
The emphasis on a digital thread reflects a broader industry trend towards integration across the product development landscape. At the 2023 PLM Road Map conference, experts highlighted the importance of embedding the digital thread within enterprise business architecture. Robert Rencher, a Senior Systems Engineer at Boeing, remarked on the necessity of defining digital threads comprehensively to ensure they serve effectively within the PLM ecosystem, especially as industries continue to evolve in complexity.
Moreover, the increasing shift towards cloud-based solutions, as exemplified by Duro’s partnerships with platforms like Onshape, underscores the importance of accessibility in today's distributed work environments. Duro’s integration with Onshape offers users a central system of record that meshes design, supply chain management, and manufacturing, further streamlining these interconnected processes.
As organisations aim to orchestrate the digital thread effectively across diverse systems, the traditional notion of a “single source of truth” is being redefined. Experts advocate for the orchestration of product data and processes across various platforms, allowing for a more cohesive and integrated approach to PLM. This agility is crucial in a landscape where timely and accurate information is imperative for innovation and competitive advantage.
As Duro continues to expand its ecosystem and refine its offerings, the implications of this initiative extend far beyond mere integration. The focus on collaborative partnerships and enhanced operational efficiency promises not only to redefine how product lifecycle management is executed but also to foster a culture of continuous improvement and innovation across the sectors it serves. 
In summary, Duro's technology partner program stands at the forefront of a significant transition in PLM, paving the way for more harmonised interactions between technology partners, thereby creating an agile environment conducive to rapid and successful product development.
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