NBB launches fully digital supply chain finance solution to boost SMEs in Bahrain
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The National Bank of Bahrain (NBB) has recently introduced a fully digital Supply Chain Finance (SCF) solution aimed at facilitating seamless transactions between buyers and their suppliers, particularly benefiting small and medium enterprises (SMEs). As liquidity becomes increasingly crucial for businesses, this initiative promises to optimise working capital management and strengthen commercial affiliations within the broader Bahraini economy.
The Supply Chain Finance solution is integrated through NBB’s DigiCorp platform, which automates many of the traditionally manual processes associated with payment. This automation not only reduces administrative burdens but also speeds up transactions, thereby improving operational efficiencies. Such enhancements are vital in today’s fast-paced business environment, where quick access to cash can make a significant difference to a company's sustainability and growth.
NBB’s implementation of this SCF solution marks a noteworthy collaboration with Cork Information Technology W.L.L., as announced under the patronage of His Excellency Mr Zayed R. Alzayani, Bahrain’s Minister of Industry and Commerce. This partnership underscores the bank's commitment to uplifting the SME sector in the Kingdom by bridging the financial gap between buyers and suppliers. The integration of Cork’s Corklinc platform will provide an array of financing options and risk mitigation solutions, enabling swift access to funds for suppliers without leading them to deplete existing credit lines.
Hisham Al Kurdi, Group Chief Executive of Markets and Client Solutions at NBB, expressed that this venture reflects the bank's strategic focus on delivering digital-first services tailored to their clients’ needs. Vineet Munot, Group Head of Transaction Banking at NBB, further articulated that this SCF solution significantly bolsters their extensive suite of transaction banking services, enhancing NBB’s reputation as a frontrunner in trade finance and cash management.
The benefits of this initiative are particularly pronounced for SMEs. By providing timely access to working capital without necessitating additional loans, NBB’s SCF solution allows these businesses to maintain operational stability. This supportive financial environment is critical for SMEs, which are often the backbone of the economy yet frequently struggle with cash flow issues.
On the buyers’ side, the solution opens avenues for improved balance sheet management and reinforces strategic supplier relationships through enhanced payment cycles. Automated processes add a layer of transparency, enabling buyers not only to optimise internal operations but also to foster long-term partnerships with suppliers.
Moreover, the initiative aligns with NBB’s Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) objectives by aspiring to create a more inclusive and sustainable SME ecosystem. By providing accessible financing options, the bank aims to build cooperative supply chains that reflect its commitment to economic development in Bahrain.
As NBB seeks to expand its portfolio of innovative products, the Supply Chain Finance solution exemplifies its dedication to driving business efficiency, growth, and resilience in the region. This move not only strengthens the bank’s market position but also contributes substantially to the economic vitality of Bahrain, enhancing the overall landscape for business operations across the nation.
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