Schneider Electric’s Riyadh summit accelerates Saudi Arabia’s sustainability and digital transformation edge
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Schneider Electric is set to host the second edition of its flagship Innovation Summit in Riyadh on September 24–25, 2025, under the theme "IMPACT Today for a Better Tomorrow: Building a Sustainable Saudi Arabia." This prominent event, marking Schneider Electric’s largest in the Kingdom, is expected to attract over 2,000 participants, including government officials, industry leaders, corporate partners, and innovators from Saudi Arabia and across the wider region. The summit will serve as a strategic platform to strengthen Riyadh’s role—and by extension, Saudi Arabia’s—as a leading regional hub for sustainability and digital transformation in line with Vision 2030.
For more than four decades, Schneider Electric has been a trusted partner of Saudi Arabia, supporting the country's ambitious sustainability and economic goals. This summit is designed to highlight the company’s expertise in energy efficiency, advanced software, and innovative digital services that drive operational excellence and resource optimisation. Key themes include energy efficiency, eMobility, smart buildings, resilient infrastructure, AI and data centres, water resource management, and investments in youth and human capital. As Saudi Arabia aims to be at the forefront of AI and digital infrastructure—with data centre capacity projected to grow by 37% annually through 2027, exceeding the global average by a significant margin—the event will explore how these technological advancements can accelerate the Kingdom’s energy transition and economic diversification.
Schneider Electric’s leadership team, including CEO Olivier Blum and regional executives such as Walid Sheta and Mohamed Shaheen, along with senior government representatives from the Ministry of Investment, Ministry of Energy, and Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources, will participate in numerous discussions. Mohamed Shaheen, CEO of Schneider Electric in Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Yemen, and Bahrain, emphasised the Kingdom’s transformative journey: “Saudi Arabia is redefining the future of energy, cities, and industries under its ambitious Vision 2030, setting new global benchmarks in sustainability and innovation. Schneider Electric’s Innovation Summit in Riyadh will serve as a platform to explore how digital transformation, automation, and clean energy can empower the Kingdom to achieve its goals faster and more efficiently.”
The summit will also showcase a 2,500 square metre Innovation Hub, featuring live demonstrations of cutting-edge solutions and breakthrough technologies aimed at fostering sustainability and digital growth. Over 50 sessions will cover topics like AI, digitalisation, automation, electrification, and the energy transition—providing attendees with opportunities to share insights and collaborate on strategies to maximise energy and resource efficiency.
This event builds on the success of the inaugural 2023 edition, which brought together influential figures such as H.E. Eng. Ahmed Al-Zahrani and Jean-Pascal Tricoire, former CEO of Schneider Electric. The initial summit focused on critical objectives including net-zero emissions by 2060 and the expansion of digital innovation to support Saudi Vision 2030. Schneider Electric’s ongoing commitment in the Kingdom extends to localisation through manufacturing facilities in Riyadh and Dammam, efforts to build local capabilities, and partnerships with bodies like the Saudi Industrial Development Fund to accelerate Industry 4.0 adoption and boost the competitiveness of Saudi Arabia’s industrial infrastructure.
Recent developments also reflect Schneider Electric’s broader engagement in supporting Saudi Arabia’s sustainable growth across sectors. For instance, at the inaugural World Stadiums and Arenas Summit in Riyadh, the company showcased its EcoStruxure platform, demonstrating how smart energy management can reduce stadium energy consumption by up to 30% annually, bolstering the Kingdom’s sports infrastructure under Vision 2030. Moreover, in June 2025, Schneider Electric convened global supply chain leaders in Riyadh to discuss sustainable manufacturing and digital ecosystems, underscoring its leadership in carbon reduction and workforce transformation amid global challenges.
Through the Innovation Summit and its broader activities, Schneider Electric reaffirms its mission to create impact by empowering organisations in Saudi Arabia and beyond to optimise energy use and embrace sustainable, digital solutions. The company’s vision aligns with Saudi Arabia’s strategic ambition to emerge as a worldwide leader in sustainability, digital transformation, and advanced technology infrastructure.
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