NetApp partners with NVIDIA to enhance AI data management
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NetApp, a California-based intelligent data infrastructure company, has announced a new collaboration with NVIDIA aimed at enhancing the utilisation of artificial intelligence (AI) in data management and analysis. This partnership focuses on integrating NetApp's ONTAP® storage system with the capabilities provided by the NVIDIA AI Data Platform. 
The companies assert that the increasing complexity and volume of enterprise data necessitate a new approach in how businesses manage and leverage their data assets. Traditional computing architectures, they argue, are inadequate for exploitation in the AI-dominated landscape. Krish Vitaldevara, Senior Vice President and General Manager of Platform at NetApp, remarked, “Traditional computing architectures and data management techniques are not up to the task of helping businesses thrive in the AI era.”
Together, the two firms aim to facilitate better data handling for AI applications by creating a unified framework that merges metadata cataloguing, automation, and hybrid cloud functions into a coherent structure that can drive actionable insights throughout the AI pipeline. This is expected to allow businesses to navigate their data more effectively, making it easier to convert unstructured data into valuable insights.
One of the key features coming from this partnership is the Global Metadata Namespace, which promises to assist users in securely discovering and managing data across various cloud environments. This is complemented by an Integrated AI Data Pipeline, enabling customers to prepare their unstructured data for AI applications through efficient data tracking and classification.
Kari Briski, Vice President of Generative AI Software for Enterprise at NVIDIA, emphasised the importance of making enterprise data readily available for AI agents. “Bringing together NetApp and the NVIDIA AI Data Platform creates a data pipeline that’s always on, allowing business data to be readily available to AI agents so they can rapidly access information to make informed decisions,” she stated.
The collaboration builds upon an established relationship between the two companies, with previous projects focusing on integrating NVIDIA's accelerated computing capabilities with NetApp's data storage solutions. Together, they aim to advance the development of what the industry terms "agentic AI", where systems can autonomously interpret data and make decisions based on that analysis.
NetApp will showcase its solutions in partnership with NVIDIA at the upcoming GTC conference in San Jose from March 17-21, 2025, illustrating the growing interest and investment in the intersection of AI and data infrastructure.
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