Red Hat and Google Cloud expand AI partnership with new open source project and AI model integration
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In a move aimed at enhancing enterprise applications through artificial intelligence (AI), Red Hat and Google Cloud have announced an expansion of their existing partnership. According to the statement released during the Red Hat Summit, the collaboration will combine Red Hat’s open source technologies with Google Cloud’s infrastructure and AI models, collectively known as Gemma. 
The companies have outlined several key initiatives to facilitate this integration, including the launch of the llm-d open source project, in which Google will be a founding contributor. This initiative aims to tackle the complexities of deploying AI at scale, particularly in hybrid cloud environments. The firms also plan to enhance AI inference capabilities by supporting vLLM on Google Cloud’s Tensor Processing Units (TPUs) and GPU-based virtual machines.
Red Hat has asserted its commitment to early adoption, stating that it has begun testing Google’s third iteration of the Gemma model, which will offer Day 0 support for vLLM. vLLM, an open-source inference server, is designed to expedite generative AI applications. By leveraging this technology, the companies aim to provide a platform that is not only responsive but also cost-effective for enterprise applications.
This collaboration underscores a broader trend in the tech industry, where businesses increasingly seek to unify their IT operations across on-premises and cloud environments. The joint initiatives of Red Hat and Google Cloud are expected to drive innovation in AI, as many organisations grapple with the challenges of a diverse AI ecosystem.
Further corroborating this shift, analysts have noted that organisations are now prioritising the transition from AI research to real-world applications. Industry reports indicate that many enterprises are looking for seamless solutions to maximise resource efficiency while maintaining high performance. The llm-d project is seen as a strategic response to these demands, aiming to enhance scalability and cost-effectiveness in diverse environments.
Red Hat also emphasised its role as a community contributor to Google’s Agent2Agent (A2A) protocol, which facilitates communication across various platforms and cloud settings. By participating actively in this ecosystem, Red Hat aims to empower businesses to leverage agentic AI, potentially accelerating innovation in AI workflows.
This expanded collaboration follows a history of mutual benefit between Red Hat and Google Cloud. Previous reports highlighted how Red Hat Enterprise Linux (RHEL) has emerged as a critical component in simplifying operations across IT environments, particularly when integrated with Google Cloud services, enabling enterprises to enhance their cloud strategies and operational efficiencies.
As both companies continue to navigate the complexities of AI integration, their collaboration represents a significant step forward in enabling organisations to capitalise on advanced AI solutions in a cost-efficient manner, while maintaining the flexibility and scalability required for modern digital environments.
In conclusion, the newly announced initiatives are likely to resonate with enterprises seeking to modernise their AI capabilities, paving the way for a more interconnected and innovative approach to AI deployment.
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