Foodstuffs North Island launches workshops for emerging grocery suppliers
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Foodstuffs North Island (FSNI), in collaboration with Dunnhumby and The Food Innovation Network, is set to launch a series of nationwide workshops aimed at assisting emerging grocery suppliers in successfully positioning their products on supermarket shelves. The workshops, which are scheduled to take place across New Zealand throughout 2025, are designed to provide practical advice and insights essential for supplier growth and success.
The initiative will commence with the first forum on March 11 at FSNI’s head office in Auckland, where Emerging Supplier Manager Rachel Prenty will lead discussions and share her expertise in the grocery supply chain. Following Auckland, the workshops will proceed to Wellington on April 1, running from 10 am to 12 pm. Prenty is expected to provide valuable insights into the process of supplying goods and how suppliers can effectively scale their businesses across over 300 PAK’nSAVE, New World, and Four Square outlets.
“We recognise that sharing our insights and expertise right from the start can be crucial in bridging the gap between innovation and customer demand,” Prenty stated. She highlighted the importance of suppliers understanding factors such as supply chain robustness, sustainable operations, supermarket distribution, and consumer preferences as pivotal to their success in the retail sector.
Prenty also emphasised the role these forums play in supporting small businesses. “For many small businesses, guidance in the early stages can help avoid costly mistakes and inform critical decision-making,” she remarked. Moreover, the workshops will serve as a networking platform, allowing suppliers within the same regions to connect and support one another. “We encourage any supplier – regardless of their stage in business development – to attend a local event,” Prenty added.
A total of 16 forums are slated to take place from March to August 2025, each designed to cater to the specific needs of emerging suppliers in the grocery market. For those interested in attending, registration is available on the Foodstuffs North Island Emerging Supplier registration page.
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