Achilles launches MEA Network to boost sustainable supply chains across Middle East and Africa
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Achilles Information Ltd has embarked on a significant initiative to enhance procurement and supply chain collaboration in the Middle East and Africa by officially launching the MEA Network. This new platform is designed to connect compliant, pre-qualified suppliers with buyers across vital sectors in the region, including petrochemicals, construction, and utilities. The MEA Network aligns with key regional strategies, notably Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 and the UAE’s Net Zero 2050 objectives, promoting responsible sourcing and economic growth.
The formal introduction of the MEA Network took place through a virtual launch on 7 April 2025, which brought together a diverse range of stakeholders from across the region. A follow-up event, a networking dinner scheduled for 20 May in Al Khobar, promises to further strengthen these connections. Confirmed attendees for this gathering include notable representatives from major players such as Aramco and SipChem, highlighting the initiative's ambition to foster collaboration among leading industry figures.
The stated goal of Achilles is to build a connected ecosystem that minimizes risk and enhances supply chain efficiency while opening doors to new regional opportunities. With increasing emphasis on local content, environmental, social, and governance (ESG) standards, and overall economic development, the MEA Network is poised to play a pivotal role in supporting these initiatives. Melvin Gillet, General Manager for the MEA region at Achilles, articulated this vision, stating that the network aims “to drive innovation, build trust, and empower local suppliers to thrive in strategic sectors.”
The MEA Network is not just a platform; it is part of a broader movement fostering sustainability and systemic resilience. In varying sectors such as automotive, healthcare, and telecommunications, Achilles is focusing on creating collaborative procurement models that align with sustainability goals and compliance expectations.
Moreover, the launch of the MEA Network coincides with a landscape increasingly challenged by supply chain vulnerabilities. In response, Achilles has entered partnerships, such as with Rosslyn Data Technologies, to bolster supply chain risk identification and mitigation using data analytics. This collaboration is particularly crucial as many industries re-evaluate their dependencies on global supply chains in the wake of recent disruptions.
In addition to enhancing procurement processes, Achilles is also prioritising ESG capabilities. Its recent partnership with Procureship illustrates this commitment, as it seeks to streamline procurement in the maritime sector by leveraging advanced analytics and machine learning. This effort is indicative of Achilles' broader strategy to integrate sustainability across its operations, evidenced by the launch of Achilles Analytics—an innovative tool to assist companies in managing supply chain sustainability regulatory reporting and compliance.
As Achilles continues to carve out its position in the Middle East and Africa, the MEA Network stands as a testament to the company’s commitment to strengthening supply chain connections while supporting region-specific economic and sustainability strategies. By empowering both global corporations and local small and medium enterprises (SMEs), Achilles aims to create a more integrated and resilient procurement landscape in these dynamic markets.
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