Global Electronics Council launches program to boost supplier role in sustainable manufacturing
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The Global Electronics Council (GEC), based in Portland, Oregon, has recently launched a Supplier Engagement Program (SEP) designed to enhance collaboration and sustainability among suppliers of electronics manufacturers registered in the EPEAT platform. This initiative is particularly timely as a significant majority of the updated EPEAT criteria—over 40%—is now focused on extending into supply chain practices, reinforcing the need for a more integrated approach to responsible manufacturing.
According to GEC, the SEP aims to equip both tier 1 and tier 2 suppliers with essential resources to not only meet these sophisticated criteria but to actively promote sustainable manufacturing practices. By recognising the integral role that suppliers play, GEC hopes to position them as key partners in advancing the sustainability goals of leading electronics brands. Bob Mitchell, the CEO of GEC, highlighted this collaborative approach, stating, “Brands can’t achieve their sustainability goals alone; it takes a connected, capable supply chain.” This sentiment underlines a fundamental shift in how sustainability is perceived within the electronics sector—emphasising partnership and shared objectives.
The SEP will provide a series of live and on-demand webinars, enhancing knowledge and training regarding the new EPEAT criteria. Participation in these offerings will also come with a recognition component for suppliers that demonstrate leadership in responsible electronics manufacturing. This recognition aims to signal the suppliers' commitment to sustainable practices, thus enhancing their marketability within the industry.
Representatives from notable companies, such as ASUS, have expressed enthusiasm for the programme. An ASUS spokesperson remarked on its potential to streamline training across the value chain and foster collaboration—essential elements for driving the development of sustainable electronics. They further reinforced their commitment to responsible supply chain management through comprehensive practices that include the implementation of a Supplier Code of Conduct, based on established industry standards.
GEC's revamped EPEAT criteria emerge from a broader, multi-year strategy emphasising sustainability throughout the product lifecycle. Key areas of focus include climate change, circularity, and reducing the use of hazardous chemicals, reflecting the urgent environmental challenges facing the industry. The ongoing updates seek to ensure that sustainability impacts are consistently addressed across various product categories, encompassing computers, mobile phones, and a diverse range of electronics.
This comprehensive approach not only encourages manufacturers to elevate their environmental stewardship but also aligns with buyer expectations for more sustainable procurement options. The GEC has been actively engaging stakeholders during this process, recently announcing opportunities for feedback on the updated criteria implementation schedule, showcasing their commitment to collaboration and transparency.
With the full transition to the new EPEAT criteria expected by 2025, the SEP is a critical step toward ensuring that suppliers are well-prepared and aligned with the evolving landscape of sustainable electronics manufacturing. This initiative exemplifies GEC's commitment to fostering a circular economy, where responsible, sustainable practices can thrive throughout the entire electronics supply chain. 
Such developments are a promising leap toward creating a more accountable and sustainable future for the electronics industry, where every participant—from manufacturers to suppliers—plays an essential role in driving positive change.
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