Union Coop boosts Dubai’s food security with expanded local inventory and strategic supply chain resilience
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Union Coop says its food distribution network is functioning normally and that it holds sufficient strategic inventories to meet consumer needs for extended periods, reinforcing its role in Dubai’s food security arrangements. The cooperative told customers its warehousing, logistics and retail operations are running to plan, with ongoing liaison with federal and local authorities to keep goods flowing to stores and online platforms.
According to the cooperative’s corporate statements, its supply-chain approach is built on advance planning, close supplier coordination and real‑time monitoring of demand indicators so it can adapt quickly to shifts in the market. Union Coop highlighted that recent branch openings and wider expansion have increased its storage capacity, allowing more space to stock locally produced items and to smooth availability across all areas of the city.
The group emphasised a continued focus on national suppliers as a primary buffer against disruption. Union Coop said it now stocks more than 6,000 Emirati products and is widening partnerships with domestic farms and manufacturers, measures it links to the UAE’s “Make it in the Emirates” agenda. Union Coop’s chief executive, Mohamed Al Hashemi, has underlined local production as “a key pillar of the country’s food security system and a safeguard for supply chain stability.”
Union Coop also reiterated its quality and safety controls for imported and handled foodstuffs. The cooperative says it applies Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points procedures at its central warehouse, requires a minimum six months’ shelf life for imported grocery items, and operates daily checks in branches to verify product expiry dates. It added that staff receive continuous training in inspection routines and that goods nearing their expiry are either returned to suppliers or offered through targeted promotions well before their use‑by dates.
Management pointed to its Locked Prices initiative and other promotional programmes as tools to relieve consumer costs and support market stability. Union Coop has previously extended price‑stability measures and says such schemes are backed by supplier agreements and inventory planning to secure steady supply while cushioning shoppers from short‑term price swings.
The cooperative invoked its experience during earlier crises to illustrate preparedness. According to Union Coop, its handling of operations through the COVID‑19 pandemic preserved market stability and uninterrupted product availability, a record it says informs current contingency and crisis‑management planning. The company emphasised that coordination with relevant authorities remains continuous to maintain readiness for any unforeseen developments.
Union Coop also outlined measures to help local producers overcome operational barriers, including listing facilitation, fee concessions and discounts on in‑store display charges, together with logistical and marketing support. “Union Coop launches impactful initiatives to empower farmers and local companies, including dedicated in-store display spaces and extensive promotional and marketing support aimed at boosting sales and raising consumer awareness of the importance of supporting local products as a cornerstone of the national economy,” the cooperative said.
The statements stop short of independent verification, but they align with government and industry efforts to bolster domestic supply chains and promote self‑sufficiency. Industry data and municipal partnerships suggest a broader national push to increase local production and resilience; Union Coop’s own expansion and supplier programmes indicate it intends to remain a central player in that strategy.
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