China shifts trade tactics from tariffs to targeted economic pressures on US
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China has signalled a shift in its approach to trade tensions with the United States, moving away from increasing tariffs to deploying a range of non-tariff measures aimed at exerting economic pressure. According to a report by Semafor, while China has indicated it will halt further tariff hikes on US imports for the time being, it has recently utilised alternative strategies targeting specific sectors within the American economy.
Recent moves have included rejecting deliveries of Boeing aircraft, restricting imports of Hollywood films, and suspending exports of key minerals that are vital for US manufacturing industries. These actions reflect Beijing’s readiness to withstand economic pressures and its intention to assert greater influence over global trade dynamics. Analysts cited in the report suggest that China’s employment of these varied tactics demonstrates a strategic evolution in its trade war strategy, signalling an increased preparedness to sustain and potentially escalate economic confrontation, depending on decisions made by President Xi Jinping.
The measures currently observed are part of a broader toolkit available to China, which could be further deployed should the leadership choose to intensify the economic contest with the United States.
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