Amcor’s Kentucky facility boosts PCR packaging with flexible blending system
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Amcor has made a significant investment in its Nicholasville, Kentucky facility to expand its production capabilities for post-consumer recycled (PCR) packaging, responding to rising demand for sustainable packaging solutions across multiple industries. The upgraded system employs dedicated silos that feed multiple production lines, allowing precise blending of PCR material. This innovation gives customers the flexibility to select their preferred PCR content levels, ranging anywhere from a low percentage up to 100% PCR, and is available for both custom and stock rigid packaging.
This development reflects Amcor’s broader commitment to sustainability and fostering a circular economy by enabling increased use of recycled content in packaging. Greg Rosati, vice president of Amcor Rigid Packaging North America, highlighted that while the upgrade was initially driven by the needs of the spirits sector, the enhanced production capabilities extend to other key markets such as healthcare, food and home products, and personal care. This cross-sector applicability underscores the versatility of Amcor’s new system in meeting diverse product protection and sustainability requirements.
Amcor’s move aligns strategically with accelerated legislative actions in several states mandating minimum recycled content in packaging materials. These regulations place upward pressure on packaging producers and brands to adopt compliant, environmentally friendly solutions. The company claims that in fiscal year 2024, its rigid packaging business increased purchases of PCR polymers by over 50,000 metric tons compared to the previous year, reflecting tangible progress in embedding recycled content within its product lines.
By equipping its Kentucky facility with advanced PCR blending technology, Amcor aims to provide brands with more options to meet their sustainability goals while maintaining product integrity and aesthetic appeal. The new system optimises manufacturing efficiencies, enabling greater use of recycled polymers without compromising production flexibility or end-product quality. This is particularly crucial as brand owners face increasing consumer and regulatory pressure to reduce environmental impact.
This investment is part of a growing trend among packaging manufacturers to drive innovations that support sustainable materials and circular lifecycle models. With consumer demand rising for eco-conscious packaging and mandatory recycled content laws expanding, Amcor’s enhanced PCR capabilities place it in a strong position to support brands across multiple segments—from spirits to healthcare—and help foster a more sustainable packaging industry overall.
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