Precoro's new PunchOut connector promises greater procurement flexibility and control
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Precoro has unveiled a Universal PunchOut Connector it says will let procurement teams extend automated purchasing to suppliers that do not already sit on its official integration list, widening access to the familiar PunchOut model beyond major vendors and into smaller or more specialised distributor relationships.
PunchOut catalogues have long been valued because they let buyers move from a requisition or purchase order into a supplier’s own website, build a basket there, and then return to the procurement system with the order details already populated. That reduces manual entry, improves traceability and helps keep buying aligned with approved contracts and pricing. Precoro’s pitch is that its new connector applies that same logic more flexibly, allowing users to build their own integrations inside the platform rather than waiting for a pre-built connection.
The company says the setup is designed to be simple. Users first share technical documentation with the supplier to obtain credentials, then enter basic vendor details in Precoro’s marketplace configuration area, and finally add the supplier’s access data and decide whether the workflow begins from a purchase request or a purchase order. Precoro says the result is intended to feel the same as its standard PunchOut integrations once it is live.
The broader appeal, according to procurement software providers and integration specialists, is that PunchOut connects the buyer’s system directly to the supplier’s live catalogue, keeping product data, stock status and pricing current while reducing the risk of discrepancies. Because the supplier maintains the catalogue, buyers can avoid the maintenance burden of duplicating item data internally, while requesters get an experience closer to ordinary online shopping.
Precoro argues that the biggest gain is not just convenience but control. For procurement teams, the ability to add a new supplier without waiting for a formal integration could make it easier to bring preferred local vendors or niche specialists into a governed buying process. That, in turn, can reduce off-system purchasing and improve visibility over spend.
Finance and accounts payable teams are also likely to benefit if the data arrives cleanly from the supplier catalogue rather than being retyped manually. Industry guides on PunchOut integrations say this can lower the risk of pricing mistakes, mismatched units and other errors that slow reconciliation and month-end close. For leadership, Precoro says the prize is a more centralised purchase-to-pay environment with better reporting, tighter approval control and clearer insight into where money is going.
The company is positioning the connector as part of a wider effort to make its procurement platform more open and adaptable. It says it is continuing to expand support for more suppliers, categories and use cases, while encouraging customers to track its product roadmap and vote on future features.
In a market where procurement teams often have to choose between process control and flexibility, Precoro is betting that a self-serve PunchOut option can deliver both.
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