Kuehne+Nagel and Unilever deepen sustainability and tech partnership with new growth charter
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Global supply chain and logistics provider Kuehne+Nagel is set to broaden its collaboration with Unilever, a multinational company known for its consumer packaged goods, through the establishment of a Partnership Growth Charter. This new agreement, marking 31 years of collaboration between the two companies, is designed to outline their strategic goals and shared aspirations for the future.
The charter focuses on several key areas: mutual growth, operational excellence, and sustainability. The agreement was formally signed by Gianfranco Sgro, Kuehne+Nagel’s Executive Vice President of Contract and Integrated Logistics, and Willem Uijen, Unilever’s Chief Supply Chain and Operations Officer. 
Significant to this partnership is the exploration of advanced technologies, including AI-driven automation, space efficiency, and data-driven enhancements to the supply chain. These initiatives are expected to streamline operations and improve overall efficiency, supporting the companies' commitments to sustainability.
In a related development, Kuehne+Nagel has recently launched pallet drone deliveries in selected regions. This innovation is part of their broader strategy to enhance logistics services while committing to sustainability. The use of drones is particularly noteworthy as it aims to facilitate rapid, autonomous transportation of palletised cargo to both remote and urban areas, potentially reducing transit times and lowering carbon emissions.
Looking ahead, Kuehne+Nagel plans to expand its pallet drone delivery service globally by 2025. This expansion reflects the company’s ongoing commitment to innovation in logistics and its partnership with Unilever, aiming to leverage technology for improved service delivery and environmental performance.
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