AdvaMed and Swiss Medtech push for tariff-free trade and regulatory harmony amid global tensions
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AdvaMed and Swiss Medtech have recently strengthened their collaborative efforts, advocating for zero-for-zero tariffs and regulatory alignment between the medical technology sectors of the U.S. and Switzerland. This initiative reflects a broader strategy by AdvaMed to engage with key medtech trade associations in order to mitigate the adverse impacts of global trade tensions on the medical device industry.
In the wake of escalating trade conflicts, AdvaMed's pleas for tariff exemptions come amid a backdrop of heightened concerns regarding procurement timelines and supply chain disruptions. Industry leaders have reported delays within just a week of the new global tariffs being implemented, particularly affecting the availability of surgical kits, diagnostic components, and imaging devices.
Scott Whitaker, CEO of AdvaMed, underscores the critical role of the U.S. medtech sector, which represents 40% of global sales and is pivotal for innovative breakthroughs in healthcare. "To be clear, we applaud the president’s efforts to bring more manufacturing back to the United States... but tariff policy, if deployed in the wrong way, could put all of that at risk,” he stated during remarks to the U.S. Senate Finance Committee. The sentiment echoed in the joint statement with Swiss Medtech highlights the potential risks posed by tariffs on health technology sectors in both nations, jeopardising essential healthcare delivery.
Alongside zero tariffs, the proposal advocates for recognising U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approvals in the Swiss regulatory framework, a move noted in previous discussions with the Association of British HealthTech Industries. Such regulatory convergence could streamline processes and bolster trade, enhancing access to critical medical technologies for healthcare providers and patients alike.
Switzerland's medtech market, the eighth largest in Europe, supports over 71,700 jobs predominantly within small and medium-sized enterprises, illustrating the significant economic contribution of this sector. The robustness of both the U.S. and Swiss medical technology industries is further emphasised by AdvaMed’s data indicating that as much as 70% of medtech utilised in the U.S. is domestically produced, supporting millions of jobs. However, major players in the U.S. medtech industry have already reported substantial financial impacts from existing tariffs. Cardinal Health anticipates costs up to $300 million, while both Stryker and Boston Scientific expect $200 million each in additional expenses.
Significantly, the recent announcement from the U.S. administration regarding a temporary pause on reciprocal tariffs has been welcomed by AdvaMed, providing a short-term reprieve that may alleviate some volatility in the global markets. Yet, the association continues to advocate for a more comprehensive response to protect the unique nature of the medtech industry amidst ongoing negotiations.
As the dialogue continues, industry stakeholders express hope that these collaborative efforts will result in a more conducive trading environment, ultimately facilitating the timely delivery of innovative medical solutions to patients, and safeguarding the interests of healthcare systems reliant on these technologies. 
The landscape of global trade remains uncertain, yet the united stance of AdvaMed and Swiss Medtech illuminates the path toward fostering resilience in the medical technology sector, ensuring that the focus remains squarely on patient care and access to life-saving innovations.
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