Vertical Aerospace and Bristow Group unveil ready-to-fly eVTOL operational model

[image: ]
Vertical Aerospace, a UK leader in electric aviation, has significantly advanced its collaboration with Bristow Group Inc., a global frontrunner in vertical flight solutions, to push forward the development of electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft. Announced on June 13, 2025, this agreement marks an important step in bringing advanced air mobility (AAM) to fruition, representing an integrated and scalable model for eVTOL operations.
The cornerstone of this partnership is the introduction of a “ready-to-fly” operational model for Vertical’s VX4 aircraft. This model offers customers a comprehensive package that includes certified aircraft, trained pilots, maintenance support, and insurance, allowing them to focus on enhancing customer experience and business growth. By handling the operational complexities, Vertical and Bristow facilitate easier market entry for prospective eVTOL operators, reminiscent of successful frameworks seen in regional airline operations.
Under a newly signed memorandum of understanding, Bristow has committed to a pre-order of up to 50 VX4 aircraft, with an option for an additional 50. This strengthens the foundation laid by their earlier partnership established in 2021—one that highlighted Bristow's commitment to the commercial viability of the VX4. This electric aircraft is designed for emission-free, low-noise travel, aligning with the growing need for sustainable aviation solutions.
Bristow’s President and CEO, Chris Bradshaw, expressed enthusiasm regarding the partnership's potential, stating, “We’re thrilled to expand our partnership with Vertical and drive the future of advanced air mobility.” Citing over 75 years of expertise, he noted Bristow's readiness to scale eVTOL services on a global platform.
Stuart Simpson, CEO of Vertical Aerospace, echoed this sentiment, emphasising that their partnership aligns with established aviation models. He asserted, “We’re making electric flight accessible, allowing customers to focus on service and sales while we manage operations,” highlighting the importance of collaboration in achieving widespread eVTOL adoption.
Bristow’s operational support capabilities are set to play a pivotal role in this initiative. With several Air Operator Certificates (AOCs) and a robust Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) network, the company is poised to deliver comprehensive managed operations for various sectors, including logistics and rescue services. This aligns with Bristow’s longstanding commitment to mission-critical operations around the globe, where safety and efficiency are paramount.
Both companies plan to implement aligned safety management systems and harness the VX4's cloud-connected technology for predictive maintenance and data-driven fleet management. They are additionally considering MRO services such as battery swapping and field maintenance, reinforcing their commitment to operational reliability.
This partnership comes against a backdrop of significant milestones for Vertical Aerospace, including the successful completion of the first wingborne flight of the VX4 in European airspace. This achievement not only underscores the regulatory confidence in the aircraft but marks a crucial step toward eventual certification and commercial rollout, which Vertical aims to support with its Flightpath 2030 strategy—a roadmap aimed at delivering scalable, certified, and commercially viable eVTOL operations worldwide.
The collaboration between Vertical Aerospace and Bristow Group exemplifies how the aviation industry is evolving towards a more sustainable and efficient future. By combining cutting-edge eVTOL technology with extensive operational expertise, this partnership is at the forefront of what could become a transformative shift in air travel, making electric flight not just a concept but a viable reality for businesses and communities around the world.
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