Turkey’s new maritime ban marks sharp escalation in Israel-Gaza conflict amid regional tensions
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Turkey has dramatically intensified its economic and logistical measures against Israel, imposing a comprehensive ban on all maritime traffic linked to the Jewish state, alongside restrictions on airspace access. This development marks a significant escalation in Ankara’s campaign following Israel's ongoing offensive in Gaza.
According to reports from Istanbul's Daily Sabah, Turkish authorities have blocked Israel-flagged or Israeli-owned vessels from entering Turkish ports and prohibited Turkish-flagged ships from sailing to Israel. The measures extend across all Israel-related cargo, including transshipment containers, effectively stopping the handling of any goods bound for or originating from Israel at Turkish harbours. Shipowners are now required to provide formal declarations confirming no operational ties to Israel and that they are not carrying military or hazardous cargo destined for Israel.
These directives, although not formally announced by the government, have been communicated by port authorities nationwide. Agents in Turkish ports must secure written assurances about vessels’ non-affiliation with Israel before granting docking permission. Vessel operators must attach the SHIPMAN2009 form — a globally recognised shipping contract — to certify compliance, a practice that has only recently been strictly enforced despite having existed previously.
This latest move is part of a broader context of deteriorating relations between Turkey and Israel. Ankara officially halted annual trade valued at around $7 billion in May 2024 in response to what Turkish officials describe as Israel's "genocide" in Gaza, a charge fiercely denied by Israel. Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan outlined these sanctions during a parliamentary session, revealing that Turkish airspace is also closed to Israeli flights, especially those carrying military equipment and ammunition. He confirmed that Turkey has presidential approval to conduct humanitarian air drops to Gaza, pending clearance from Jordanian authorities.
Turkey’s stance is not solely humanitarian. According to analysis from Al Jazeera, Ankara increasingly perceives Israel as a strategic security threat. The tensions are rooted in Israel’s wider regional military actions, including in Syria, where Turkey accuses Israel of undermining efforts to stabilise the war-torn country following the removal of Bashar al-Assad. Turkish diplomats reportedly worry that if Israel’s current trajectory is unchecked, it could provoke a direct military confrontation between the two countries.
Despite these substantial restrictions, industry analysis and reports from Israel’s central bank suggest that Turkey's trade embargo has had limited impact on Israel’s economy. Israel, benefiting from an open and diversified economy, found alternative sources for previously imported Turkish goods without significant price increases. In 2023, Turkish exports to Israel accounted for 6.3% of Israel's total imports, and Israeli exports to Turkey made up only 2.5% of its total exports. This resilience highlights the challenges Ankara faces in translating its political opposition into tangible economic leverage.
The maritime restrictions add to an already fragile shipping environment in the Eastern Mediterranean. Since 2023, commercial vessels in nearby Red Sea waters have faced attacks from Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi movement, which cites solidarity with the Palestinians as motivation. With Turkey’s restrictions now in force, shipping companies must navigate added compliance hurdles, and regional maritime routes face increasing uncertainty.
Turkey’s transport ministry has remained officially silent on the ban, maintaining it as an informal but enforced policy. Shipping sources and analysts alike note the significance of Turkey’s role as a NATO member and regional shipping hub, meaning these actions have far-reaching implications beyond bilateral relations with Israel.
Israel has yet to formally respond to Turkey’s comprehensive sanctions and shipping embargo. Meanwhile, Ankara continues to call on the international community to take decisive action against Israel’s military operations in Gaza, framing its bans and embargoes as part of a wider effort to isolate Israel diplomatically and economically. The evolving situation underscores the deepening schism in Middle Eastern geopolitics and the increasing complexity of trade and security in the Eastern Mediterranean region.
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